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SYSTEM WITH SOUL
~ AT BIG BLOIS CAMP

; ClearinéHouseforSoldiers
Decides Fate of Thou-
sands Weekly

OFFICERS STAND REVEILLE

It Blows at 6 a.m., Too~—Physical
Grading of Discharged Patients
Main Task Classification

High on a hill looking away toward
the River Loire. ncross a valley to the
walls of a enstle in which some of the
darkest and most momentous deeds of
French histovy were enacted. is a great
walled cainp, where ithe military
thousands of American seldiors
decided every week.

The only American Army classification
camp at France. at Blois, is the clear-
ing house for soldiers——officers and en-
lisfed men—who for any reason ure de-
tached from wunits in which they came
to France and are going throngh the
army machinery that will place them
back in their original unit. in another
military organization, or return them to
the States as unfit for further military
duty in France.

By far the greater nnmber of soldiers
who pass through the classification eamp
at Blois are wounded or sick soldiers
just dizcharged from hospital. men who
so far as possible by the workings of
Army sysicm will be reiurned to the

same regiment or wunit inm whieh they |

were serving when wounded or taken
sick.
More Than a Reservoir

Bnt Blois is more than a reservoir,
with onc gate open for incoming men
and another for oufgoing. TFor within
the walls of the old French barracks
enelosure there is a system with a soul,
which attempts to appraize every indi-
vidual soldier. weigh his worth to Uncle
Sam and send him out to serve where
he Is best needed and at that for whicl
he iz best fitted. 2

Execept on divect ovders from head-
quarters, where a company commander
has requested that a man fit for im-
medinte duiy at his original status be
returned to that unit, the men dis-
charged from the classification camp go
to replacement camps where the assign-|
ments are made. .

Officers ordinarily receive their as.]

sigmnmoents to duty through headguarters,
8.0.8. Tn gencral their life at the camp
is practically the same as that of the
enlisted men,
at ¢ a.m. and a or gpecial roll calls
at 8:30 and 1:30. Lights in all quarfers
must be out at 9:30 pan., and all officers
are required fo be in quariers by 11 p.am.
Officers also must read the lists of bulle-
tins posted on a board seven fimes a
*day, wailing for their own assignment
fo appear. N .

+ Divided in Four Classes

The principal function of the Blois
camp, however, is the physieal grading
of soldicrs, mostly those discharged from
hospitals, Classifications arve under four
main divisions, several of which are sub-
divided. They ave:—

Class A~~DMan fit for the front.
Clagss Bl.—Men temporarily unfit,

‘but likely to become A, Fit for heavy

duty away from the front.

Class B2.—3Men likely to become A,
Wut, when classified, fit for Ngh
duty oniy. .

Class C1, C2 and C3.—Gradings for
convalescents who would ordinarily '
be unfitted for Class A.

Class D.—Physlcally unfit. ¥ To be~
retyrned to States. K
These classifications are the oneés

which are relied upon at the replacement
eamps in making assignments. They- are
made when the man enters the classifica~
tion camp. And entering the classifica-
;kg.t camp is some complicated but specdy
ob, .
The men arriviag at the camp usually
show considerable wear. Most of them
have had long train journeys and their
clothing is old and worn, their faces

imy and unshaven. They feel just a
they look. They are llned up for en-
rollment in an entrance company. They,
present their service records and any
other credentigls, and give information
required.

Then the men are passed through a
string of barracks buildings. They go
in at one end, dirty and unkempt. They
come out at the other end, newly
dressed, clean shaven, with trimmed
hair, and with that springy feeling of
a man just bathed. And in those build-
ings they have told all thelr troubles,
all the vicissitudes of their Army life—
incinding the ball-up in thelr allotment,
the court martial that was an aocident
and the family worries back home—and
they have been looked over by a collec-
tion of medical officers.

Through the Mill

The work of sending the men through
is bandled with the expedition of a well-
ordered assembling room of an auto-
mobile factory. The soldier tells some-

They must stand reveille]

by haviug a sheet made out, -with his
name, unit and other defails given, and
blank spaees for all the departments he
will pass ihrough. !

After telling how much he was paid
lasxt and when, and siraightening out
his allotments and insurance, he takes
the venereal examination and passes (o
the medicnl examiners, by whbom he is
graded A. 13, C or D. If mec Iy oa
rdate is sel when he will be notified to
appour before the board again for re-
gradding.

From the medical officers, he goes to
the voeational classification room. Here
questioned “as on his calling in
ife by a series of questions under
tem devised by ‘Thomas A. Edison.

Chance for Every Job

If he had beeu shoeing horses ip the
Siates and had come to France as an
Infantrymar, he may find himself in the
Cavalry or Field Artillery after this ex-
amination. If he had been a piano
maker in the States, he may find him-
self transferred from his. Artillery unit
to a repair shop of the Air Service.

Misplaced chaufleurs, draffsmen, and
clorks in speeial lines ull are picked out
fiere and listed with the possibility they

may get into just their line of work.

The soldier (hen pas to the next
room. where he receives §$7.50 pay. Next
his kit is inspected, and he reccives
shoes. any new clothing he may require
—and two sacks of tobaeco. Here too
he is assigned to one of seven permanent
companies for drill purposes, inspections
and quarfers.

The bath-room Is next. Men go under
the showers in squads on ‘s time-iable
schedule. When they have dressed they
pass on to the barber-shop-—the best one
in France. everybody in the camp savs.
There are eight chairs, mnnnoed by
soldier-barhers.  Shaves and haircuts
are 23 cenfimes cach. There is even a
25-centime shoe shine.

Schools at the Camp

“Phere ix ope lieutenant in charge of
all this entrance work, but all the de-

" HOW THE YANK IS FARING IN iTALY

If you do not know what “Esercito
Americano” means, it is because you
belong to that somoewhat larger fraction
of the AEF. which is visiting France
rather than Italy. IXf your adventures
in Latin ever carried you as far as
Caesar's Commentaries, you "may re-
member that that early Roman TFoch
was forever assembling an exereitus and
going forth to conquer somebody with
it. “Isereito  Americano”™ is  simply
Ameriean Army as written in a fine
Italian hand.

The ALF, in Iialy is some three
mouths old and is just about as flueut
in Ttaliap as the ABET. in France wius
fluent in French about this time Iast
vear. It has been going through the
same pathetic struggles on the guestion
of whether to turn to the left or right,
whether to try to order two fried eggs
or trust to luck.

Aside from the faet that the dough-
boy in Italy says “boun giorno” when he
means “bon jour,” and savs “presto”
when he means “toutr de suite,” he is
not greatly different. Indecd. he is xve-
modeling the helpl Italinn languag

“come and start me,” and the Italians
understand.

The Yanks have been very pally with
the British froops in Tialy. The Tom-
mies at one superb camp on the Riviera

welcomed some passing Americans with
toud cheers and profusxe apol that

something had zone wrong with the
Seotch pian to skirl them in with bag-
pipes.

The Tommies there assembled con-
fided to the newcomers that this wax a
cushy front and prompiiy invired them
to & game of ericket, which polite offer
was firmly declined.

Unoffended, the Tommics bided their
time, and when some American
chanced to pass that way Iader,
immedintely proffered the cricker
as a baseball dinmond, and proved cour-
teous, but somewhat confused. specia-
tors st the Army and Navy game then
and there piayed.

The canteen in an Itajian
thni means barracks, as any one who
has ever slept in a caserne might
guess—is much taken aback by the rush

CINB ST

j meal,

of business which 2 nearby Ameriean
detpchment involves. One cuserma had
blankets and while sheets waiting for
the neweomers, but the canteen was
gnite unpreparved for a detachment of
millionaires. Or so the Yanks scemed
when compared with the Italian soldiers,
who are paid 10 centesimi a day, Ten
centesimi sounds like a small fortune
till you try to exchange it for sous, of
which it is worth exaetly two.

Men with 24-hour passes swarm to the
nearest restaurants. The thing to ask
for is a trattorin. This is not some-
thing to caf, bui the restaurant itself.

Onee inside the trattoria, it is better
not to aspire to meat. It will be rabbit,
no matfer what yon order.

Eggs are safer.  Order *“due uove
fritte.” That's eazy. Or “due uove
alla coecn” Bui would you recognize
“uove in frittaia” as an omelette?

“Calfe nero” will do to wind up the
But bring your own sugar.

PlHO'l'O CAMERAS & FURNITURES
LC RS A Andeer LLOICR BT CLAADED fi.CTh
TIRA

9! Rue Lafayel

pretty much as ¥ranee’s foogue has
been altered by the XYauk

Instead of saying “buona sera” when
be means “good evening,” he says “bony
Sural,” and gets away with it. Does
he say “A rividerci” for “Au revoir”?
He does not. He says: I leave you
dirty.”
Italian for

“how are you” he says

HOTEL

CONTINENTAL

3 Rue de Castiglione, PARIS

As for “come state”” which is-

MEURICE

HOTEL and
RESTAURANT

228 Rue de Rivoli
(Opposite Tuileries Gardens)

Rostaurant Open toNon-Residents.

HAWKES&SON

THE BAND INSTRUMENT AND MUSIC
HOUSE, LONDON. .

Instruments and Music supplied for:

Military Bands,

Orchestras,

Drum, Fife & Bugle Bands,

Jazz Bands, etc.. ete.

THE HAWKES’ INSTRUMENTS ||

are used by BRITISH GUARDS, the STAFF

(3%, « and .- the ana v 9

sched 1o the SAllied =

Calalogues and quoles post free.
Write your wanis.
HAWKES & SON,
Denman Btrect, Ticoadily Ciress, LONDON,

v

tails are handled by enlisted r 51

of them privates,

&chools fov typists and stenographers
‘are maintained at the camp, and it is
Flmmcd to provide ofher special train-
g,
Many special units are formed at the
Blois camp. Prisoner of war guard com-
penies are made up here, and apecial
types .of labor compunies are alse or-
ganized.

ADOPTED PARENT
" NOW BENEFICIARY

Amendment to War Risk
Act Also for Alimony
. Payers

A father or mother by legal adoption
may now be made the bencficiary of a
soldier's war risk insurance, under an
amendment to rules announced by the
War Risk Section. 8.0.8,

Thé amendment enables many soldiors
to change bencficiaries. Many, having
been wunable to name their adopled

Banking Accounts.

mails to this new address.

fully protected.

|-

of LONDON, beg to inform their clients
of the American Army that new premises
have been opened specially to deal* with their

MESSRS. COX & CO., ARMY BANKERS

Correspondence Should Now Be Addressed to:

- COX & CO.

United States Army & Navy Branch
28 Charles Street
LONDON, S. W. 1

OFFICERS

who avail themselves of the Mail Forwarding Department.
should advise their correspondents in the States’to send their
In the meantime, mails addressed
to 16 Charing Cross, London, as before, will, of course, be

parents, had permitted their imsurance
to remain in force only as a protection
for themselves against fotal or perma-
nent disability or bad named some other
benefieiary. Many, on belng informed of
the ineligibility of the adopted parent,
‘have permitted their insurance to lapse.
If “not more than six months have
clapsed, these applications may be re-
ingtated upon payment of back premiums
and potification to the War Risk Section.

" Mest Be Legal Adoption

In compliance with the statutes of the
‘State in which the purties resided.

Arother change in riles relates to

payments to soldiers’ divorced wives
who have been awarded alimony decrees.
It provides that if a soldier has had a
decree of ulimony entered against him
and has remarried, the amount of the
alimony will not be deducted from his
.pay,’, provided he has a compulsory
allotment in faver of his wife.
Uyder the new rule, however, the
jovernpment  undertakes to pay a
-divorced wife who has been awarded
alimony an allowande equal to the
amount of alimony decreed. but not ex-
ceeding $15 a month,

A third revision of rules specifies that
where there has been a change in the
family conditions resulting in a change
of the amount of allowance pald by the

The War Risk Seetion emphasizes that !
‘thie adoption must have heen a legal onel

jpsurance bureau, the amount of pay-
ment for any one month shall be defer-,
mined according to family conditions;
existing on the first day of that month.!

AFTER THE COURT MARTIAL |

No. 1.~What's the answer, Jack?
No, 2.—Two-thirds o three months’
and two months in the brig.

two months’.
No. 2 (after figuring deeply).—Why!
not? H

thing or acquires. zomething  ahnost at
every step. e sfarts pear the enfrance

No. 1.-~'Cause they might permete youj
in the brig.

No. 1.—Not so bad as three-thirds o‘i'

AMERICAR

In

When You're

England

These Homes Are Waiting For You |

FOR OFFICERS.

London-—
WASHINGTON INN.
gt James' Square {(just off Tali
Mall ead Lower Regeat Strecl)
AMERICAN OFFICERS' INN,

No. 5 Cavendish Square {(pear
Oxford Circus).

Liverpool—
AMERICAN OFFICERS' INN,
No. 12 Parker Strecl,
OAXVILLE OFFICERS INN
West Darby, near Kroily
Cimyp.

AsYy

{ Plymouth—

MAYFLOWER OFFICERS' INXN

u9 Elistl Street, -
RATES.

6d. a night -for single room,

‘breakfnst, buth, valot service.

Plenty of showers, pool tables,

lounging rooms, writing' and quiel
rooms, well<locked libraries

6s.

Meals served.

FOR ENLISTED MEN.

London -

HUT.
wych, $lrand,
Liverpool—
DEWEY ROOMS.
No. 46 Lord Streel.
LINCOLN LODGE.
No. 10 Stheot Lane,
Lincolr:—
5t Martin’s Hall

Plyriouttr—
Foresters' Hall, The Outagon.”

Southempton—
12 Atove Har, .

Grantham—~
16 Fiakix Sireet
Inverness (Scotland)—
Nortbern Aeeling Rooms
bor;nil'orieb. showers, wriling rooms,
quiel rotms. Entertaizninehfs.
Meals served,
Modderato prices.

Established 1837

BRISTOL Mre. Co.

BRISTOL, Conn., U.5.A,

Incorporated 1836

Krit Undeiwear
Shirts and Drawers
for the Army
Union Sutts for the Civilian
"Sandman" Sleeping Garments
for the Children

WUnsurpassad for_excellence of
£nish and regularity of make.

MACDOUGAL & Co.,

1 bis RUE AUBER (Opposite American Express Co.)

American Military Tailors.
UNIFORMS TO ORDER IN 48 HOURS

Interlined Trench
Service

Embroidered  Insignia  and

Belts.

Coals,

Stripes,  Sam  Browne ete, ete.

B Chartered 1822
The Farmers’ Loan and Trust Company
NEW YORK
PARIS BORDEAUX

41 Boulevard Haussmann 8 Cours du Chapeau-Rouge
LONDON: 3 24 Rl g wi v
Two Other Special Agencies in the War Zone
United States Depositary of Public Moneys in
Paris, New York & London.
The Sociélé Générale, who acts as om

will nceept Subseriptions on our beladf from members of the Ameriean Expedi-
tiomary  Forces to the

FOURTH LIBERTY LOAN

corpespomdents  throughout  France,

“hig 1ot of T
< Xn ove ord
orpetifion

“That’a ¥k,
“the ticops 18.in,

Taylor League Base. Bnllg
Taylor
Taylor
Taylor
Taylor
Taylor

Basket Balls
Foot Balls .-
Bascball Gloves
Base Milts -
Biadders

" 780.
~1,500

Here'sdhe glad Lend, boys, and I wish wilh all my heorl I were thére with

-wou.. If I can do anything for you lel me know. p . -
ALEX: TAYLOR & Co., Inc;

Milftary - Athletic Omtfitters,

26 East.42nd’ Sirecet, New York.

SAFETY
RAZOR

No Stropping—No Honing

Gillette U.S.

Service Set

PACKETS of new Gillette Blades—each
Blade wrapped in oiled paper enclosed in
sanitary envelope—Dbright, smooth, sharp and clean,

can be obtained at all dealers in France, England,
Russia, Italy, Canada and sll other parts of the
world.

PRICE OF GILLETTE BLADES

Packet- of 12 Blades

wer e wer we. 6 Francs

&&et 0’ 6 B!l.dﬂl . Cwei W e '3.; qu

To be had at AEF. & YM.C.A. Canteens
or at all Dealors: in France,

WALLGREN -




